…if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.  2 Chron 7:14 (You are a part of the Story!)  
Continuing how to respond to what God is doing.

1. Understanding that we were created to be filled with God. 

And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation (the world’s counterfeit -indulgence, debauchery, depravity, dishonesty, unsavedness – it doesn’t have to be wine, TV, pornography, video games - make a distinction between clean and unclean); but be filled (fill up, satisfy, complete-go on being filled) with the Spirit… Eph 5:18.  We were designed for this filling, we need to be filled.  When we do not have it we look to be satisfied in a counterfeit.  Many of us are filled with fear instead of the Spirit.  Being filled with the Spirit of God gives you a confidence and poise that refuses to be intimidated by man or the devil.
“The surest guarantee against failure (or temptation) is to be so at peace and satisfied with God that when wrongdoing presents itself it isn't even interesting.” -Dallas Willard
...He (God) has placed eternity in their (our) hearts. Ecclesiastes 3:11b.  Jim Macchi said, “That place He occupies in our hearts that He alone can satisfy.” Open your hearts to God and He will satisfy your every need. It is our sin and the demonic that battle against this freedom and filling of the Lord.

2. Receive the New Wine of the Spirit properly 
After these things He went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, "Follow Me."  28 So he left all, rose up, and followed Him. 29 Then Levi gave Him a great feast in his own house. And there were a great number of tax collectors and others who sat down with them. 30 And their scribes and the Pharisees complained against His disciples, saying, "Why do You eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?" (The Pharisees did not understand the paradigm shift from religious activity to relationship with the Son of God; they were offended at God because of their idea of what was righteous – in essence they were saying He cannot be God or this cannot be of God because He does not do it our way or within our parameters.  Do you see how this holds you back from receiving God’s portion for your life?) 31 Jesus answered and said to them, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, (the Pharisees thought they were well) but those who are sick. (They had forgotten Mic 6:8 “He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?”) 32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance." (Jesus says, I am looking for sinners and they really thought that they were righteous in their position – they became delusional in their pride – Rom 3:10-12 says “There is none righteous, no, not one;There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God.  They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one.”) 33 Then they said to Him, "Why do the disciples of John fast often and make prayers, and likewise those of the Pharisees, but Yours eat and drink?" (Can you hear their attitude? They could not be pleased. They were defending and justifying themselves. What is the purpose of fasting, to draw close to God? They were in the presence of God and were telling Him where He was wrong.) 34 And He said to them, "Can you make the friends of the bridegroom fast while the bridegroom is with them? (He was telling them that the King is here – it is time to learn and enjoy – salvation has come! There will be no fasting in heaven in the presence of God.)  35 But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them; then they will fast in those days." Then He spoke a parable to them: "No one puts a piece from a new garment on an old one (this is a principle); otherwise the new makes a tear, and also the piece that was taken out of the new does not match the old.  37 And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; or else the new wine will burst the wineskins and be spilled, and the wineskins will be ruined. (On a practical level we agree with this principal but it is often hidden from us on spiritual levels, the wineskins represent methods, rituals, religious activities and the old covenant; with the new ways there are troubles and problems and the old is comfortable but is often lacks life and vibrancy) 38 But new wine must be put into new wineskins, (principal) and both are preserved.  39 And no one, having drunk old wine, immediately desires new; for he says,'The old is better.'  Luke 5:27-39
Where are our desires? Are they really better or are they an illusion? Often times the old ways of church are man’s creation and not God’s. Which lead us to teach …as doctrines the commandments of men. Mark 7:7. If this is the case they will not fit in the moving of the Spirit because it is not the Lord, it is a man made counterfeit. These methods in the church have actually kept us from God. Oh how it has misled us and cheated us of relationship with Christ and His divine activity. 
We are still recovering from the dark ages.  30 to 40 years ago it was common to say tongues are of the devil.  Church we have to be so careful because the assignment of man’s doctrines is to take away God and exalt man. 
 “As, in the one case…"the new wine is spilled," so 'by a mongrel mixture of the ascetic (severe) ritualism of the old with the spiritual freedom of the new economy both are disfigured and destroyed.'”  -Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary
Don’t try to make the Spirit fit into your old ways, the new needs new!  The Spirit should not be inhibited but allowed to develop in us all that He wants.  The Spirit will not submit to our methods.  If they do not fit into His plans, our methods and doctrine will tear like old fabric. However, God can instruct us on how to create methods and environments that accommodate and cultivate His workings in the Spirit.

Matthew Henry wrote, “Christ's disciples, though they had not so much of the form of godliness (like the Pharisees), had more of the power (and relationship) of it.” 

Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage. Gal 4:21-5:6
Are you a Religious Person? Are you hindering the Spirit?  Check yourself:
· Do you put confidence in your understanding of theology and religious practices and how you perceive them to be?  Ultimately this is self trust; you trust in principles and concepts the way you understand them to be instead of the person of Christ. 

· Having relationship is foreign to you.

· More concerned about right and wrong then relationship with God and others.
· Love and acceptance is given when others have right thinking like you.
· Love is based on performance and understanding. Do you get love by what you do or who you are?
· Unconditional love and acceptance is unknown and an offense to you.  

· Grace is only a concept and is seldom given.

· You love to fix peoples’ thinking because you believe everything is riding on it.

· You want to understand God instead of know Him intimately; you pursue knowledge yet miss God

· You feel safe in your own understanding and believe if you get it right then you are ok.

· You judge those who are not perfectly aligned with your thoughts on subjects of importance to you and at times break relationships and isolate yourselves. You separate unto self.
· “I have to get it right or I will not get love and acceptance from God or others.”
July 9th My Utmost For His Highest – “Have you the slightest reliance on anything other than God? Is there a remnant of reliance left on any natural virtue, any set of circumstances? Are you relying on yourself in any particular (way)… The one who has something to trust in (other than God) is the last one to come anywhere near saying – ‘I will (genuinely) serve the Lord.’… It is quite true to say - "I cannot live a holy life," but you can decide to let Jesus Christ make you holy. "Ye cannot serve the Lord God"; but you can put yourself in the place where God's almighty power will come through you… You say - But God can never have called me to this, I am too unworthy, it can't mean me. It does mean you, and the weaker and feebler you are, the better. If we really believed that God meant what He said - what should we be like! Dare I really let God be to me all that He says He will be?
