Our Calling is Sure

We were so blessed by Walter coming to our church this past Sunday.  Jim and I were talking about how beautiful it was to see all of you so hungry to get a touch from the Lord Sunday morning.  His prophetic gifting was a kiss from the Father to us.  It showed a deep need that we have for the prophetic work of God’s people. It revealed to me the desire of the Father to activate and develop an appreciation of the five-fold offices and gifts in our body.  I realize more than ever that we need the five-fold ministry working in our body.

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping (perfecting; complete furnishing – not one is left wanting in the tools or processes of God) of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying (building up in Christian knowledge; instructing; improving the mind.)  of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting,(this is what happens when you don’t have it)  but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head — Christ —  from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.  Eph 4:11-16.   Grace Fellowship is endeavoring to be a place where these offices are welcomed and available to the body and for the body.  All of these offices are for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry and building up of love. 
There has been an impartation of grace released in this body to step into our calling and purpose as God’s church. I felt a converging of all the different steps and dialog we have had over the last year come together as Walter prophesied over our congregation. I sensed a resolution or declaration was made that what we are experiencing is God’s doing and purpose for Grace Fellowship and that He is leading us into more and greater portions of His presence and manifestations.  I felt that many of our doubts have been answered regarding the direction we are going and that it is now time to embrace and run with it. This is our identity, destiny and direction as a body.  It is time to run Grace Fellowship! 

However, we need help entering into the word the Lord had for each of us. A fine tuning, maturing and lift up to a new level in the spiritual realm.

· The prophetic speak God’s positive destiny and calling over us in public. The corrective word is often done in private. 

For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Rom 11:29.  This means that even if you are disobedient, your gifts and calling are not taken away from you. 
· There are heart and sin issues that often need to be conquered in our life before we can fully walk in our prophetic destiny and calling. They are barriers that keep us from our destined purpose and need to come down before we can walk in the fullness of God’s plan for our lives. This is participatory sport – you will not walk into your destiny sitting on the sideline. You have a choice whether to walk in your purpose or not.
The Prophet sees from the mountain the mountains of destiny for your life, but the pastor leads you through the valley of death to get you to your mountain of destiny.  

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. Ps 23:4   God is the Great Shepherd but the pastor is his under-shepherd. You are not designed to do it alone!)
Some of the things Walter shared with me that relate specifically with the body:
This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you may wage the good warfare… 1 Tim 1:18
· Weights are coming off of you.  Organized Church is being stripped off of you. You can’t fulfill God’s heart for Grace with organized church. You want to be a church that moves in the Spirit that feels God, Knows God and has His presence. The relationship is what you are after – you want to know the intimacy with God. You want to experience God and He is taking your church to that place. 

· The standard way of being a pastor won’t work here because you are trying to take the church into the things of the Spirit. You yourself don’t know what that all looks like and you are saying ‘how will I know?’  So He is making you sensitive. Don’t let yourselves close up, you have to stay sensitive. 

· The Lord wants to bring the whole church into a time of an awakening. There is a lot of awakening that needs to happen so that the people (Church) can accept what God is doing and let Him come in.

· The Lord wants to come in and have visitations. He is going to do different things in the people than what He has done in the past. It is about Him moving the church as a whole into a different way.

· He wants real intimacy with you – The Lord sees you as a Caleb – you’re not a Joshua but a Caleb. 
Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, "Let us go up at once and take possession, for we are well able to overcome it."  But the men who had gone up with him said, "We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we."  And they gave the children of Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied out, saying, ‘The land through which we have gone as spies is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great stature. There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came from the giants); and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.’ Num 13:30-33
But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes; and they spoke to all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying: "The land we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land.  If the Lord delights in us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to us, 'a land which flows with milk and honey.'  Only do not rebel against the Lord, nor fear the people of the land, for they are our bread; their protection has departed from them, and the Lord is with us. Do not fear them."  Num 14:6-9
Walter said, “You’re not going to say what you see but you are going to say what He said and you are carrying the vision for an alive congregation that does not base life off of what their living but they will base life off of what He said, which moves them into the way He wants them to live.” 

Conclusion 

For those of you who are wrestling with were God is taking us, I want to encourage you to keep wrestling but the fight is about to get hotter and more aggressive in your heart as the church is led by the Holy Spirit to pursue higher ground. The Lord wants you to know that He loves you and is proud of you for wrestling with your heart issues. Don’t give up – it is time to mature.
Are you prepared for the Lord coming and visiting our church? It is time to abandon ourselves to God because wants to take you into the promise land! The bride of Christ needs to love her Husband like He has loved us!

